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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 8, line 1, 
replace "generates a sleep mode signal in response to the result of checking" with "generates a 
sleep mode signal if the result of checking is that the function performing unit 12 is finished 
performing a predetermined function"; page 7, line 6, replace "MFP printer" with "MFP"; page 
10, line 20, replace "54 through 58" with "54, 56, and 58". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: replace "includes" with 
"include". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ichimura et al. 
(5,758,040). 
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Regardine claim 1 : Ichimura et al. disclose a first power supply unit (power source 3) for 
converting an externally input alternating current (AC) power (OUTLET) into a direct current 
(DC) power (inherent to a power source, which must output DC power for equipment operation) 
and providing the DC power as a first power (output of power source 3); a function performing 
unit (equipment unit 9), which is driven in response to a second power (output of power-supply 
switching unit 4), for performing one or more predetermined functions (feeding of recording 
paper sheets, image printing and so forth, col. 8, In. 31-34); an external interface unit (operation 
unit 81, indication unit 71, communications control unit 5, modem 8) which is driven in response 
to the first power and the second power (Fig. 1 , power source 3 and power-supply switching unit 
4 outputs), for receiving control information (Fig. 1, unit control signal and signals generated via 
the main control unit 1) from the outside and outputting input state information to the outside 
(communication via unit control signal and via main control unit 1); an auxiliary control unit 
(energy-saving control unit 2), which is driven in response to the first power (Fig. 1, power 
source 3), for receiving the control information from the external interface unit (operation unit 
81, indication unit 71, communications control unit 5, modem 8), outputting state information to 
the external interface unit (Fig. 1, energy-saving operation unit 82 (col. 8, In. 56-65), energy- 
saving indication unit 72 (col. 8, In. 47-55), energy-saving control signal, rise trigger signal), and 
outputting a power control signal (energy-saving control unit 2 controls the power-supply 
switching unit 4,col. 9, In. 41-43) in response to a sleep mode signal (energy-saving state); a 
main control unit (main control unit 1), which is driven in response to the second power (power- 
supply switching unit 4, col. 8, In. 21-23), for generating the state information (signal 
sending/receiving operation, col.9, In. 27-30), which is obtained by executing a program for 
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controlling the function performing unit (main control unit 1 , according to software programs 
stored in ROM, controls the entirety of the facsimile apparatus using a unit control signal, col. 7, 
In. 62-67), for output to the auxiliary control unit (energy-saving control unit 2) in response to 
the control information input from the auxiliary control unit (Fig. 1 , energy-saving control 
signal), and generating sleep mode signal (Fig. 1, energy-saving control signal) in response to the 
result of checking whether or not a predetermined time period has elapsed (predetermined time 
has elapsed, col. 10, In. 11-13) after the function performing unit (equipment unit 9) finishes 
performing the predetermined function (system operation: image copying, signal 
sending/receiving or the like) (col. 10, In. 1-13); a second power supply unit for outputting the 
first power as the second power in response to the power control signal (power source 3 supplies 
power, via a power-supply switching unit 4, col. 8, In. 19-28). 

Regarding claim 2: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the auxiliary control unit (energy-saving control unit 2) generates the power 
control signal (power-supply control signal) in response to whether or not control information is 
input from the external interface unit (col. 8, In. 19-28). 

Regarding claim 3: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 2. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the external interface unit comprises a ring detection unit (communications 
control unit 5, col. 9, In. 27-30), which is driven in response to the first power (power source 3), 
for detecting a ring signal (ringing signal, col. 9, In. 53-54) received through a public switched 
telephone network (Fig. 1, communications line 11, col. 9, In. 54-56 and col. 9, In. 21-26), and 
outputting the detected ring signal as the control information (rise trigger signal, col. 9, In. 50- 
64). 
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Regarding claim 4: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 2. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the external interface unit comprises a key input unit (operation and indication 
unit 101, which includes a ten-key numeric keypad, col. 14, In. 29-34), which is driven in 
response to the first power (power source 3) and has a plurality of keys (ten-key numeric 
keypad), and outputs the result of the user's manipulation of keys as the control information (Fig. 
5, operation and indication unit 101, LCD, col. 14, In. 29-34). 

Regarding claim 5: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 2. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the external interface unit comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD) (operation 
and indication unit 101, LCD, col. 14, In. 31-34), which is driven in response to the second 
power, and displays the state information to the user (inherent to a LCD to display). 
Regarding claim 6: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose a motor (motor, col. 8, In. 28-29) which is driven in response to the second power 
(power-supply switching unit 4 output to motor and equipment driver unit 10) and operates under 
control of the main control unit (main control unit 1 controls the entirety of facsimile apparatus, 
col. 7, In. 61-67), wherein the predetermined function includes a printing function (image 
printing, col. 8, In. 33-34). 

Regarding claim 7: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 6. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the predetermined functions further include a facsimile function (inherent to a 
facsimile apparatus, and (facsimile transmission) col. 8, In. 66-67 through col. 9, In. 1). 
Regarding claim 8: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 7. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the predetermined functions further includes a scanning function (scanner 105, 
col. 14, In. 39-43). 
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Regarding claim 9: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 8. Ichimura et al. further 
disclose wherein the predetermined functions further includes a copying function (copying, col. 
8, In. 66-67 through col. 9, In. 1). 

Regarding claim 10: The structural elements of apparatus claim 1 perform all of the steps of 
method claim 10. Thus, claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of 
claim 1. 

Regarding claim 11: Ichimura et al satisfy all the elements of claim 10. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 1 and claim 2 perform all of the steps of method claim 1 1 : Thus, 
claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejections of claim 1 and claim 2. 
Regarding claim 12: Ichimura et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1 1 . The structural 
elements of apparatus claims 3 and 4 perform the all of the steps of method claim 12: Thus, 
claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejections of claim 3 and claim 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M Baker whose telephone number is (703) 306-3456. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



